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Academic regalia is a tradition dating from the Middle 
Ages, when long robes and hoods were everyday attire 
designed to protect against the cold and drafts of 
medieval university halls. It remains the daily costume at 
some British universities. 

The many variations in academic dress are not incidental, 
but are rich in meaning. Each costume represents both 
the degree held by the wearer and the institution that 
awarded it. While in Europe each university has been free 
to adopt whatever design it wishes, a considerable degree 
of standardization has been achieved in the United States. 
Some of the elements of the code of academic dress follow. 

HOOD: The hood, which is draped down the back, carries 
more symbolic significance than any other part of the 
costume. The border, extending over the shoulders to meet 
in a "V" at the front, indicates by its colors the discipline in 
which the degree was earned. Colors for some of the faculties 
are white (arts, letters, humanities); cream (social science); 
dark blue (philosophy); light blue (education); scarlet 
(theology); pink (music); golden yellow (natural science); 
lemon (library science); nugget (business, accounting); and 
sage green (physical education). 

The lining of the hood, partly exposed, is in the colors of 
the degree-granting institution (for Whitworth, crimson 
and black). Doctoral hoods are longer than those of master's 
degree recipients and have a wider border. Recipients of the 
bachelor's degree do not wear hoods. 

GOWN: Black gowns are the rule, but a few universities 
use other colors. A doctor's gown is recognizable by the 
three horizontal velvet bars on each sleeve, either in black 
or in the color of the discipline in which the degree was 
granted. Typically, a doctor's gown also has velvet panels 
down the front. The typical gowns for master's degree and 
baccalaureate degree candidates do not have decorated 
panels or sleeves. 

CAP: The familiar hard-topped mortarboard, or Oxford 
cap, has long been standard, but a soft tarn is increasingly 
common. The tassels are usually black or the color of the 
discipline. The tassel on a doctor's cap is usually metallic 
gold. 

The banners carry the Celtic cross, representing the 
university's Scottish Presbyterian heritage, and the seal of 
Whitworth University. These banners are a permanent part 
of the commencement exercises. 

Whitworth's ceremonial icon, to be carried at 
commencement, convocations, and other official 
university ceremonies, is the Quasquicentennial Pine 
Cone. The icon was commissioned and presented to 
the university by President Beck A. Taylor to honor 
the institution's 125th anniversary, in 2015. It was 
designed by Associate Professor of Art Katie Creyts and 
was first used at Spring Convocation 2016. The icon 
depicts the cone of the Ponderosa pine, long a symbol 
of Whitworth's beautiful tree-lined campus. Crafted of 
cast bronze and glass, the Quasquicentennial Pine Cone 
reflects a lamp of learning as well as the characteristics of 
the cone itself. The top of the piece includes a quotation 
from the original 1890 Whitworth College catalog, 
and 12 of the cast-glass pine-cone scales feature moral 
and intellectual virtues that reflect the Whitworth 
community's highest aspirations for its members. The 
text for each of the virtues was handwritten by a different 
member of the Whitworth community, signifying that 
out of many voices and perspectives, we come together as 
a single body, united in celebration of and dedication to 
Whitworth's Christian mission. 

(1) Participation in commencement and inclusion in the 
commencement program do not guarantee official granting 
of a degree. Each graduate office verifies completion of all 
degree requirements for master's degree candidates. The 
registrar's office then completes the final degree requirement 
verification and posts all completed degrees. 

(2) The official document verifying degree completion is the 
Whitworth transcript, signed and sealed by the registrar. 


