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Acacemic reglia is a tradition dating from the Middle
Ages, when long robes ard hoods were evayday attire
designed to protect against the cod ard drafts of
medevd universty hdls. It remains the daily costume at
sone British universities.

The mary variations in acalenic dressarenot incidentd,
but arerich in meaning. Each costume represns both
the degee held by the weare and the institution that
awadedit. While in Europeeach universty has beenfree
to adgt whatewer desgn it wishes, a corsidaable degee
of standardzation hasbeenachevedin the United States.
Sameof the elements ofthe @de of a&ademic dress follow.

HOOD: Thehood, which is drgpeddown theback caries
more synbolic significance than any other part of the
costume The border, exterdingover the sloulders tomeet
in a "V" atthe front, indicatesby its cobrs thediscipline in
which the egres was eared. Cdors for some ohie faulties
arewhite (ants, letters humanities); cream(sodal séence),
dak blue (philosophy); light blue (educaion); scadet
(theology); pink (music); golden yellow (natual science);
lemon (library €ience); nugge (busiress, acounting); ard
sage geen (physicaleducation).

Thelining of the hood, pattly exposed, is in the colors of
the degeegraning institution (for Whitworth, crimson
ard black). Doctoral hoods arednger thanthose of mater's
degee ecipients and have awider border. Recipients of he
badela's cegree @ not wea hoods.

GOWN: Black gowns are the rule, but a few universities
useother colors. A dodor's gown is recanizable by the
three horizontal velvet barson each sleeve either in black
or in the color of the discipline in which the degee was
grarted Typically, a dodor's gown also hasvelvet parels
down the front. The typical gownsfor maser'sdegeeand
baccalaureae degee candidatesdo not hawe decorated
parelsor skeeves

CAP: The familiar hard-topped mortarboard, or Oxford
cap haslong beenstandard, but a sdt tarnis increasingy
common. Thetassés are usually bladk or the color of the
discipline. The tasséon a dodor's capis usually metallic
gold.

The banners cary the Celtic cross, represerting the
university's Saottish Presbyterian heritage, and the sealof
Whitworth University. Thesebanners ae a grmarent pat
of thecommencement exerises

Whitworth's eeramonial icon, to be caried at
commencemnmen, convocaions, and other official
university cerenonies, is the Quagjuicentemial Pine
Cone. Theicon was canmissioned and preserted to

the university by Presdent Beck A. Tayor to honor

the institution's 125th anriversay, in 2015. It was
desgned by Assaiate Professorof Art Katie Creyts and
was firstusedat Spring Convocaion 2016. Theicon
depicts the mne d the Porderosapine, long asymbol

of Whitworth's beautiful tree-lined canpus Crafted of
cag bronz and glass,the Quasquicentemial Pine Cone
reflects alamp of learning as well as the charecteristics of
the coneitself. Thetop of the piece includes aquotation
from the original 1890 Whitworth Codllege catlog,

ard 12 of the castglasspine-conescaks feature moral
ard intellectud virtuesthat reflect the Whitworth
conmunity's higheg aspirations forits menbers The
text for each of thevirtues was hardwritten by a dfferent
member of the Whitworth community, sigrifying tha
out of mary voices and perspectives,we come together as
a single body, united in cdebration of and dedication to
Whitworth's Christian mission

(1) Paticipation in commencement ard inclusion in the
commencement program @ rot guararteeofficial grarting
of a degee.Ead graduae office verifies conpletion of all
degee requiremerts for masterts degee cardidates. The
registar's office tlenconpletes tle finaldegee rguirement
verification and pogs dl completeddegees.

(2) Theofficial doaumentverifying degre conpletion is the
Whitworth transcript, signed ard ssalel by theregistrar



