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Acadenic regaliais a tradition daing from the Middle
Ages, when long robesand hoaods were everydayattire
designed to proted againg the cod and drafts of
medieva universty halls. It remans the daily costume at
someBritish universites.

The many variations in academic daegesnotincidentalbut
arerich in meaning. Eachcodume representsboth the
degreeneld by thewearer ad theinstitution thatawarded
it. While in Europe each university hasbeen free to
adop whateer designit wishes,a consicerabledegreeof
stardardzation hasbeenachiesed in the United Staks.
Sone of the elements of thke coa of acadein dress follow

HOOD: The had, whichis draped dwn theback, caries
more synbolic sigrificance than any other pat of the
costune. Theborder, ex@éndng ove the shouldrs tomeet
in a "V" atthe font, indicates by its colorhe digiplinein
which the degree wasirred. Colors faome of the faculties
are wtlite (ats, leters, lumanities); crean (saial sciencg
dak blue (philosophy); light blue (education); scalet
(theobgy); pink (music);goldenyellow (naturd sdence);
leman (library sciencg nugget business, amunting); ard
sage gree (physical edicdion).

The lining of the hood partly expod, is in the colors of
the degre-granting institution (for Whitworth, crimson
and lack). Docbral hodals are longer #mthose of master's
degreeecipients anchave a wider lrder. Recifents of the
bachelois degreelo rot wear hads.

fig

GOWN: Black gownsare the rule, but a few universities
use other colors. A doctors gown is recogniable by the
threehorizontal velvet bars @ eachsleeve, eterin black
or in the color of the discipline in which the degreewas
granted Typically, a doctor'sgown also hasvelvet panels
downthefront. Thetypicd gowns formaster's dgree ad
baaalaureate degres cardidates do not hawe deoraked
panes or sleeves.

CAP: The familiar hardtopped mortarboard or Oxford
cap,haslong beenstardard but a soft tarn is increasngly
common Thetassels a usually dack or the color of the
discidine. The tasselon a dactor'scapis usually metalic
gold.

The bamesls carry the sealsof the Preslyterian Church
(USA) and Whitworth Universty. Designedor the 1988
comnencenent by PréessorEmeritus of At Walter "Spike"
Grosvena, '63, and corstructed by Grosvena, his wife,
Erlene (East@rd, '63), and Assaiate ProfessorEmerius
of Art BarbaraFilo, thesebanrers ae apemanert part of
Whitworth's conmercement eercises.

(1) Paticipaion in commencement amd inclusion in
the commencenent progam do not guarantee official
granting of a degree. hegradwate office orspecific degree
programverifies conpletion of all courseworkand degree
requrements for master's dege cadidaes. Theregistrar's
office perforns the samédunction for baccdaureate degee
canddates.

(2) The officialdocument verifyirg degree completias the
Whitworth transcript, sigred ard seagd by theregistrar.



