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" rivers suffered most in the late floods.

8 NORMAL INSTRUCTOR.
£ Led —Great Britainpays t.heconi:mant upwards | 2,000 Boers after fighting 36 bours without
Curr,ent Toplcs' of £70,000,000 for sugar and makes not an|relief, 1200 troops who were recently
i Dttt willibg given earh Month a brit | 2% . |ordered home from Bombay on the transport

mention of Important News Items.

For THE WEEK ENDL\"I Dec. 28.
—Sergiug Stepniak, the well known Rus-
sian refugee and author was ‘accidentally
killed at Chiswick, Dec. 23. As he was
crossing a railroad track he was struck by &

train and instantly killed.

—The_gdemand for government revenue
has been gréagly increased by the events of
the last few days.

_.Bills have been introduced for the

expenditure of large sums of money in forti-
fications, military equipment and war ves-
gels.. These measures should be passed in
some form. '™

—The British ship Morsley was wrecked
in the Bay of Dungaroon and nineteen of
her crew were drowned.

Venezuela is Lmaking active preparations
for war as the possible outcome of the
boundary dispute with Great Britain.

—The French steamer Emile Eloise was
sunk in a collision at Algiers and thirty per-
sons were drowned. s

—Tondon was founded in 60. Paris was
founded in 360. ~ New York wis founded in
1614. All three are on rivers.  London is
50 miles from the sea and Paris 111 miles.

— Thomas A. Edison says, “If there
should be a war with England there will be
some remarkable things done by Americans.

_ For myself I will say that I will abandon all

else and give my whole energy to the service
of my country.” :

—Three times as many Americah horses
have been sold in England this year as in
1894, and their average price at ports of
shipments have been §155. They are used
chiefly for draught in London.

—(iomez with an army of from 4,000 to
5,000 Cubans has advanced to Coliseo ninety
miles from Havana.

—60,000 Abyssinians are advaneing but
their objective’ point is not known. The
Italian forces consisting of 10,000 men are
preparing to defend Adigrat. 4

—Tywenty-three persons were crushed and
trampled to death in a panic created in a
Baltimore theater by s cry, of fire. Nearly
fifty others were badly hurt.

—The valleys of the Osage and Gasconade

fe The
loss is placed at $5,000,000 and famine
threatens in some localities. .

—_There are 13,000 school masters in Ger-
many whose salaries fall below $200 per
annum.

FoR THE WEEK ENDING JAN. 4.

—500 rebellious Yagui Indians had an
engagement with 100 Mexican troops which
resulted in the loss of nine soldiers and &
large number of Indians. The Indians were
obliged to retreat. 4
. —There have been three bond issues.
The first was in February 1894 and consisted
of £50,000,000 in 5 per cent. bonds, sold at
a price that netted 2 per cent. interest to the
investors. The ° government realized
$58,661,000 from this sale. The second
issue, in November, 1894, was of the
same kind and amount of bonds, and
yielded 838,538,500 to the government.
The third issue was in Febraaty 1895, when
a contract was made with the syndicate of
bankers, whereby 8,500 000 ounces of gald
were to be purchased by an issue of 4 per
cent. bonds for $62,317,500—at least one-
half of the gold to be brought from abroad.
This netted $65,117,500 to the government.
The syndicate’ paid about 104} for the bonds
which in the open market have been quoted
from 116 to 124. The total face value of the
three issues of bonds is $162,317,600 and the
amount received by the government has been
£182,317,000 in gold. The difference nearly
£20,000,000, represents the premium paid by
purchase because the rate of interest named
in the bonds is higher than that which now
prevails in the financial world.

—Alfred Austin, England’s new poet
laureate is a mature man of sixty years and
has been eoctive in literature during the
greater part of his life. His name was un-
known, until lately, to many who are famil-
iar with English verse.

—President Cleveland has named a com:
[mission of five to consider the Venezuelan
boundary and decide where the proper ter-
ritorial jurisdiction of Gireat Britain " ends
and presumption begins.  They are Justice
David J! Brewer, of the United States su-
preme court;  Chief Justice Richard H.
Alvey, of the court of appeals in the District
of Columbia ; Hon. Andrew D. White, Hon.
Frederic R. Coudert and President Daniel
. Gilman of Johns Hopkins University.

For THE WEEK ENDING Jaxn. 11.

_ Brazil as a republie is progressing rap-
idly. The population in 1888 was 14,000,-
000, but the recent census reports - it at
18,000,000. ;

—Dr.J , the administrator of the
British South African Company with a force

of 460 men was defeated in & battle with

Victoria have been directed to land at Cape
Town.

__R. B. Preston, director of the mint, esti-
mates the production of gold in- the United
States during 1590 at from £46,000,000 to
247,000,000, and of silver at 46,000,000 fine
ounces.

—An earthquake shock of sufficient foree
to awaken people from sound sleep, and
shake buildings, was felt at Hanover, N. .,
at 4 o'clock Jan. 6.

—Secretary Herbert has accepted the rem
Katahdin in behalf of the government. It
is expected that the Katahdin will be placed
in commission in about ten days.

—Two earthquakes, cavsing the loss.of
1,100 lives have occurred in the Khalkhai
district, Persia. The small town of Goi was
destroyed and 800 persons in this town alpne
lost their lives.

—Spain has already spent 260,000,000 in
attempting to put down the Cubsn revolu-
tion.

__Utah was admitted as a state Jan. 4.
The President signed the instrument with a
stub pen in an ordinary holder.  Our flug
will now contain forty-five stars.

A Census expert estimates the total pub-
lic and private debt of the United States at
twenty billion dollars, or about $300 for
every man, woman and child.

—Two corporations with » combined eay-
ital of $3.500,000 have just been chartered
to carry on the business of making machine-
guns and ammunition-for war purpeses at
Newport News, Vu;/y

For THE WEEK ESDING JaN. 18.

__Charles Jonas of Wisconsin, consul at
Coefeld, Germany, is dead.

—M. Andre of Stockholm who will at-
tempt to reach the North Pole by balloon, i
having his balloon built in Paris. It is to
be finished on May 11, when it will be trans-
ported to Gothenburg, and taken to & small
island in the Spitzenburg group, whence the
expedition will start.

city of Craig, Colo., and vicinity Jan, 1%
No serious damage is reported.

—Bernham Gillam the famous cartoonist
of Judge died at his home in Cunajoharie,
Jan. 19. ¢ |

Every reader of the Instructor, who 18 inter
ested in self-improvement should take the Normal
Maib Course of thé American Correspondence
Normal. $3.25 gives you all the privilages of

a thirteen weeks course.
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NORMAL INSTRUCTOR.

 U. S. History.

A A S
Conducted by Charles ¥I. Peters, St. Paul,Ohio,
and is to continue through the year.

Local History.

It may be said of History, like Charity,
that it begins at home. ]

The teacher who can establish the sense of
reality in the mind of his pupils and make
them realive that the characters, localities
and actions of which they read are just as
real as those with which ‘they have been
brought in closer contact, has uccumplishorl

{o them outwears that which is read to them.
Children naturally get the idea that what the
teacher reads to them he dont know himself and
is of little importance whetber they know it.
Consequently the attention and retention are
both in the minority.

Take up the history of your immediate
neighborhood first. Be sure to visit every
point of interest with the children and let
them obscrye for themselves ; for, poctically
speaking—

“That which strikes the eye
Tdves long upon the mind." 5

This work of original investigation will re
quire some time and trouble, but it'is a work
which will prove pleasantand profitable both

much.

We know of no better way than beginning
at home ; for nearly every locality has been
the scene of some events,or the abode of some
persons who have played a prominent histor-
jcal part with which the children are per-
haps acquainted. Their revival in the prop-
er manner cannot fail to awaken especial in-
terest and establish vividly the sense of reality
in the mind of the pupil.

Should such & course be made a prelude to
hook study of history the pupil has thereby
become accustomed to associating the printed
puge with the actual occurrences of life. In
chort he learns to realize the actual exist-
ence of the past from what he studies in the
prgsent.  Unless the teacher cultivatesin his
pupils the habit of thus viewing history from
the very beginning, he has undervalued a
point of vital importance in maintaining con-
tinued interest in the study.

JHow may this be accomplished ?
“By careful research much of the local his-

tory of the township, county and state may |
be brought to light. Makea study of all the
old official and private documents you can
obtain.  Get acquainted with the gray haired
fathers of the neighborhood and learn from
them what they have actually experienced |

or some traditional stories, Anything that|made? What were its conditions ?

will help you to unveil the local history of

to the teacher and the pupil.
e
*
February History.

2, 18458 —Treaty of peace with Mexico.
4, 1861 —Southern Confederacy formed.
(1778 —American Independence
6, knowledged by France.
l 1862—Ft. Henry taken.
§, 1862—Capture of Roanoke Island,N. C.
9, 1861 —Election of Jeff Davis and Alex.
H. Stephens.

ac-

10, 1763—Peace of Paris signed.
12, 1733—Settlement of

. at Savannah.

14, 1859—Oregon admitted.

15, 1504—Licut. Decatur destroyed [rigate
Philadelphia.

16, 1862—F't. Donelson taken.

17, 1865—Columbia, S. C. surrendered. |
{ 5—Charleston oceupied by Union
18, - troops.

{ 1861—Jeft Davis inangurated.
if 1732—Washington born.
* | 1819—Purchase of Florida,
93, 1847—Battle of Buena Vista.
24, 1868—1Johnson impeached.

* ok
.

Review Questions,

1. Where was the treaty with Mexico
What

22

bill arose in Congress out of the territory pur-|

the community and prove valuable and ill-lchu.-cll from Mexico ?

teresting to your pupils.
It will be easy to arouse

and girls by acquainting them with such |were represented?
1, ., v . 14 .
charaeters 18 Col. Crawford, Logan the Indian {tion did  they adopt?

chief, Sherm wn, Garfield, Grant and Majc

Croghan ; or such points of interest as the
Logan Elm,Mt. Pleasant,the Serpent Mound,
ete. of the Buckeye Stats.  What is true for
They are all

{hio is true of all the states.
rich in material of this kind.

Present your collections to the children in
story form and by all means be able to tell
ihat you have to say for that which is told

intevest in bn_\'shhrnml the Confederacy ?

9. Where was the convention held that
What
What sort of Constitu-
What was the first

| capital of the Confederncy 2 How long did
it remain such?

3. What event and the influence of what

man hastened the acknowledgment of Amer-
ican Independence
she help the U. S
ing long continue?

by France? How did
Did this friendly feel-

4. Locate Ft Henry, By whom' taken?

Why ?

[name?
i John Jacob Astor connected with its his-

5. How important was Rohnoke Island?
What do you know of its early history ?

6. How were Davis and Stephens frst
clected? Was Davis or Lincoln President
first ? &

7. What war was closed by the treaty of
Paris in 17632  What effect had it on French
history in Amesica? 5

8. By whom was Georgia settled ?
object had he in view
9. Who explored Oregon ?
What is now its metropolis?

What

Whence its
How

tory ?

10. Give some account of Lieut. Decatur.
11. Who had command at Ft. *Donelson?
What name and in what manner did Gen.
Girant receive here?

12, How often avas Davis inaugurated
When? Where ?

13 Where was Washington born? What now

marks the place? What colony was planned
the same year »Why is Feb. 11th given as
his birthday? What was his eract age when
he died ?

14. What territorial purchase was made on
the anniversary of Washington’s birth ? How
long after? What did it cost? $

15, What distinguished southerner fought
at Buena Vista ?  Give a famous expression
of Taylor there. 5

16. Why was Johnson impeached 7 Whose
vote invalidated it ?

*

Administration Outlines.

Monroc's Administration.
1! Number.
21 Dates.
41 Vice President.
41 Domestic Affairs.
12 First pension et (1817)
22 Frie canal h-gun (n
32 Southern Indians (
ational Road (18
tars and Stripes (1
ission of stat
sippi (December 10, 1817).
nois (December 3, 1818),
a (December 14, 1819).
» (March 15, 1820)
i (August 10.
nship erossad th

ouri Compromise (March

ates |

yiri Compromise ( Febru-

1. What was the *era of gooil feeling”?

2. Who the author of the Missouri
Compromise ¥

3. What was Jetferson's nickname?

4. Who laid the corner stone of Bunker
il Monument?

5. Where did Monroedeliver his innugural
address ?




