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China Renews Tension with the Vatican 
Anthony E. Clark, Ph.D. (Catholic World Report, 23 May 2013) 

 

In the wake of China’s 18th National Congress of the Communist Party, held in 

November 2012, the Party has renewed its dedication to asserting its ideology. Beijing 

has redrawn the line between the Church in China and Vatican authority, recently 

revising its regulations for how China’s Catholic bishops are selected and ordained. The 

state-controlled Bishops Conference of the Catholic Church in China (BCCCC), which is 

not recognized by the Holy See, has been assigned even more authority over the election 

and consecration of Catholic bishops in China. Previously, the Vatican has gained a 

significant voice in the approval of China’s bishops, but as of April each diocese must 

first seek the approval of the BCCCC and the Bureau for Religious Affairs before 

ordaining a new bishop, and the new prelate must now render public support for the 

Chinese Communist Party. 

 Until now no Chinese bishop has been required to express such an explicit 

support for the Communist Party, which they know places them in conflict with the 

teachings of the Church. In Pius XII’s famous encyclical against Communism in 1937, 

the Pope declared Communism “the most persistent enemy of the Church,” and among 

the concerns of Catholics in the pew in China is that the government’s new hard-line will 

result in a return to “underground” ordinations and worship. At the end of his general 

audience on May 22, Pope Francis called all Christians to pray on May 24 for the 

suffering Church in China: “I urge all Catholics around the world to join in prayer with 

our brothers and sisters who are in China, to implore from God the grace to proclaim with 

humility and joy Christ, who died and rose again; to be faithful to His Church and the 



Successor of Peter and to live everyday life in service to their country and their fellow 

citizens in a way that is consistent with the faith they profess.” And then the Holy Father 

recited the prayer to Our Lady of Sheshan, China, written by his predecessor, Pope 

Benedict XVI: “Our Lady of Sheshan, sustain all those in China, who, amid their daily 

trials, continue to believe, to hope, to love. May they never be afraid to speak of Jesus to 

the world, and of the world to Jesus.” 

 

Image: Beijing Bishop Li Shan processing to an outdoor Mass (photo by Anthony E. 

Clark) 
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