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Ban Biao’s style was Shu Pi, and he was from Anling in Fufeng. His ancestor }5’
¥
).

(grandfather) was Ban Kuang, and during the time of Chengdi he became the Head-of-
-

the-Left~0f~the-M0unted—Calvary. His father, Ban Zhi, was the Grand-Protectorate of f
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Biao, by nature, was greatly fond of antiquity. When he was Jjust over twenty |
years old, Wang Mang was defeated and there was the rebellion at Sanfu. During that
time, the supporters of Wei Ao formed a crown at Tianshui. Biao then fled from the
difficulties [at the capital] and followed him, Wei Ao said to Ban Biao: “Neat{ing the
defeat of the Zhou, the Warring States all contended, the kingdom was split apart, and it

was not settled for several generations. Do you suppose that the works of the Vertical




and Horizontal strategists will again rise today? Does the Mandate repeatedly for one
man? May you, sir, try and explicate this.” Ban Biao replied, saying: “The rise and fall
of the Zhou dynasty is not like the Han, Formerly, there were the five noble ranks in the
Zhou, and the feudal lords accordingly governed. The root (king) was weak, whereas the
branches and leaves were strong, Thus, during the [dynasty’s] final years, there were the
affairs of the Vertical and Horizontal strategists. [Political] power was divided in this
way. The Han inherited the [political] system of the Qin, [but] it changed how the
Prefectures and Commanderies were set up. Lords were empowered by specializing
themselves and ministers were powerless for five-hundred years. Once we arrive to the
reign of Chengdi, he borrowed from the outer-families; Aidi and Pingdi’s imperial
tenures were truncated. The state was disrupted three times, and so Wang Mang
arrogated [the power of] the court, and accordingly took the imperial prerogative. Crisis
arose from the top and harm did not reach {those] below. After this had become true,
there was no-one who was not caused to sigh. Within ten years, within and outside [of
the state] was restless and disturbed, and cveryone near and far expressed [their feelingsi.
Those with borrowed titles gathered like clouds, and everyone acclaimed the Liu clan,
[although] they did not scheme with the same words (there accolades were a pretense).
Presently, of all the heroic gentlemen who are led to the regional towns, none avail
themselves to the occupations of Warring States period. The people all extol and lift their
thoughts to the virtue of the Han. This is indeed obvious!” Ao said, “Sir, your
disquisitions regarding the Zhou and Han are reasonable. However, you have yet to look

at the simple people, study how to understand the reason the Liu clan attained its



[imperial] title, and what is referred to as the return of the Han house. This is careless,
indeed! Formerly, the Qin lost [the state] as if losing a deer, and Liu Ji [the founder of
the Han], accordingly captured it. Do the people of today know that the Han will again

arise?”
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Biao was angered by Wei Ao’s words, and moreover was hurt by the difficulties
of his era. He thus wrote the, “Essay on the Kingly Mandate,” which stated that the
virtue of the Han was inherited from Yao, and that [the Han] had the contract of the
sacred Mandate. The arisal of the kingly Mandate is not attained by connivance or force.
Desire deluded him, and in the end Wei Ao was unenlightened. Accordingly, [Biao]
absconded to West of the Yetlow River, Once there, the Great-General, Dou Rong,
considered him to be employable, and he respectfully entertained [Ban Biao] on the basis
of his tutorial and friendship skills. Biao then plotted on Rong’s behalf a service for the
Han, in which they would gather [troops] at the area West of the Yellolw River in order
to repel [the advance] of Wei Ao. After [he had assisted the Han], Rong was summoned

to return to the capital militia. [The emperor] Guangwu asked him, “Who was it that

submitted the memorial [regarding this military assistance]?” Rong replied, “It was all




the work of Ban Biao.” The emperor marveled at what he had heard regarding Biao’s
talents. Accordingly, he summoned him to enter for an andience, whereupon he elevated
him to the post of Minister-of-Education [an account of his] great skill. He was then
promoted the Prefect of Xu. Ban Biao departed from his post on the pretext of illness.
He later received several dictates from the Three Dukes, and each time [he received the

order] he went off.
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Ban Biao was highly talented and fond of textual transmission, and so he
specializes his mind in the area of historical texts. During the reign of Han Wudi, Sima
Qian wrote the Ski ji. He period after the Taichu era (XXXXX) is deficient and without
records. Later, many of those who were fond of affairs collected [records of] the events
of their times; several of these [works] were vulgar and common, not worthy to follow in
the tracks of Sima Qian’s work. Ban Biao, accordingly, continuously collected the
historical record of forgotten events, while on the side linking together what he had
heard, and he produced later biographies in several tens of chapters. He thus poured over
former histories, critiquing and rectifying their strengths and failures. He abridged his

discussions, saying:



(40.5-40.6)
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Ran Biao was summoned to the estate of the Minister-of-Education Yu Kuang.'
At that time, the construction of the Eastern palace had begun, all of the kings’ states
wete being opened (the kings were being enfiefed at their respective states), the official
posts had not been completed (filled), and there were many weaknesses in the militia’s

protection [of the restored empire]. Ban Biao said to the emperor [in a memorial]:

(40.8-9)
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[Ban Biao’s] memorial was presented, and the emperor accepted it. Thereafter,
the Minister-of-Education [Biao] was found to be upright and was made the zhang of
Wangdu, and the minor officials and people loved him.? During the jianwu thirtieth year
(A.D. 54), Ban Biao was fifty-two, and retired from office. He authored rhyme-prose,

disquisitions, memorials, and records; he rendered memorials to a total of nine chapters.

1 This line is tentatively translated. 1 have taken di B to mean “summon,” and am following the
commentary, which suggests that Yu Kuang, or Su Kuang, was the Minister-of-Education during the
twenty-third yeear of the jiamwu era (A.D. 47). Ban Biao himself is also known to have held the post of
Minister-of-Education.

2 Wangdu was located in modern Hebei.



40.11
S Mo mAAEE owE  HELUEG RS B2

CAFRE 0 EARKE  EAKRE HFBA - BOCENRERA
PR R A - WG IR FEA BRI P ? A H A
W2 A

[Ban Biao] had two sons, Gu and Chao; Chao is treated in a biography elsewhere.

In discussing [Ban Biao] it can be said that he was highly talented because of his
understanding of Confucianism. During an era of perversions and dangerous rebellions,

Biao’s behavior did not transgress against to Way, and his words did not lose

rectification,
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