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GREAT DECISIONS LECTURE (WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY)
Prof. Anthony E. Clatk
(Lecture Qutline, 22 April 2010, 7:30 pm)

Lecture: “China’s ‘Great Unity’: U.S.-China Relations on the New Global Horizon”

1{TITLE SLIDE = “Chairman Mcow”]

W 7 "L L First, I thank Professor Patrick Van Inwegen, the Whitworth Political Science
Department, and the World Affaiis Cout Affaits Council for inviting me to speak on this very
% o appropriate topic. % Alse, Condva o latreg  de .@w@_ Viua | kG e

Vetieving tenuve gusta tew dags age,

\ l\ # a. China is perhaps the most discussed subject today in world politics,
aU‘” . I P ) 3 P .
0 . "’J . economics, and culture. ]/booﬁj ave b{"\wi {m "7[’3“%7{ @ L&%
v —_— .
@\P b. My approach tonight is going to be a bit unfamiliar to an American 5 "
Wﬁ Ly _Q/’/ ; audience -- because my goal will be to help all of us here imagine U.S.-China
' relations a little more from China’s perspective. . L

S gl TS T G Rt 9o, ges, ety wibl e

e M 2 [SLIDE - “China today” ~: Shanghai] " § ane. Wo {7/\,(,} N ﬁl}l_:m"

\ '—‘;'- T

B 0}( c. DI’dlike to begin with some information you may not be aware of:

)

)
\‘) :rk" \V\J}\ i. Ten years ago China sent huge numbers of students to study at

lfﬁ\v ofi ~ Ametican universities — today, most Chinese prefer to study in China.

NS S

. Yy v 1. And there ate presently 3 times more college students in

~ \"}{V/ China than the U.S.
% gu Presently only 3 percent of American college students study Chinese.
1. 100 percent of Chinese college students study English.

ifi. Within the next few years China will have more fluent Eng}iil(l 0{/\: \dveean | Q -

speakers than any other country on earth. 'T&‘V {92 o +
3 [SLIDE OF SEATTLE STREET] a I " O‘M\M\ - %‘ | dven
iv. In the next five minutes around 67 people will be born in the U.S. { c

4 [SLIDE OF CHINESE SIREET]
v, About 274 will be born in China.
5 [SLIDE OF OLD HUTONG]

d. This is the Beijing I first lived & in 1996 — a city of dusty avenues and
bicycles. . %
\
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6 [SLIDE OF MODERN ZHONGGUANCUN]

e. 'This is the Beijng I lived in last year — a city of groovy high-rises and hip
entrepreneurs in Mercedes, Beamers, and Ptiuses.

I While 1.S. economists ate watching China’s unptecedented economic growth,
our government is only just now beginning to realize that to undetstand China’s
cutrent successes, we must begin to view China from China’s point of view.

a. This means that we need to revisit histoty — we need to realize that China has
not opetated, and does not operate, as the West has most often assumed. =
Py

/

b. Let me give you an example - the Cb]ltul'al Revolution X ALK &4 (1966-
1976) is often seen as a political %%ﬁ%ﬁmted by cettain Marxist ideals
related to revolution. = —

i. ‘This is only partially true — not even mostly true.

e

fi. 'The Cultural Revolution was a revolution against the threat of

literature, not political currency.”
—T

iii. After Mao’s disastrous policies duting the Great Leap Forward AR
i (1958-1961), Pasty officials became suspicious of Mao’s
capabilities as an administrator.

wpar h # @ Caol

T TN ey
L ln a verent visit ke Ha s,
a Chanase naigeer e, e

h
9,:109& Chak Clhma oy Goelied by

e Plammtding aeld oporin ot
Al ~TER naw ey & mefeor
V5L s el appeetirdve s, ¥

i, S

1. Though, the “cult of Mao” was still very strong,

7 [SLIDE OF MAYOR WU HAN]

iv. After Mao’s failures, the deputy mayor of Beifing, Wu Han 55
(1909-1969), a histotian of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), wrote a
traditional Chinese play about a vittuous minister who was dismissed

from office by the emperor. L:[" \(_7_2;6 Wik Wh ' [at e

The minister’s name was Hai Rui #33% (1514-1587), and the
cortupt emperot dismissed fiif after Hai presented a
memotial complaining of the emperot’s bad behaviot.

2. The patty official Peng Dehuai #1488 (1898-1974) had

likewise ctiticized Mao during the Great Leap Forward, and
Mao had putged him from office.

a. When Wu Han’s play about Hai Rui was performéd
as a traditional opera in the 1960s, Chairman Mao saw
it as a veiled criticism of his treattent of Peng Debuai.

l

[}



8 [SLIDE OF-WU HAN’S' OPERA = “Flai Rui Dismissed from Office”]

i. 'This play was probably the number one
antecedent of the violent and destructive
Cultural Revolution.
ol
c¢. As Edwin Moise has stated:(*Yhe Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
began as a campaign to root out ‘boutgeois’ influences in atf and htemmr.

.——’

(Moise, 160).
9 [SLIDE OF MAO & DENG = Shufa)
1. It was not 1g§_t a Marxist revolution orchestrated by Mao to nourish

his own reputation.

ii. China’s political Jandscape is traditionally centered in the value of art
and literature.

1. U.S. political and economic advisors seldom recognize that to
be a leader in Chinese culture traditionally demands an image
of literary refinement.

gV A 'ébad\—h%a( ‘,P-W’\
% W{\ WEV< it M Fo Lot atpwq.. a;) A poem can precipitate a cultural revolution in China,
—

=" 10[SLIDE - “China flexes its. economic muscle” 1

III. 8o, let’s look at China’s recent economic and pohtlcql rise — and see if we can
better understand its policies. l l dae's whwe fle hivtvy (€4 5om

e
a. For most scholats, modern China is divided into befote and after Deng,

i. 'The era of Deng Xiaoping /)" F (1904-1997) matks the so-called
beginning of China’s economic explosion.

b. 1 should note that during the Maoist era one of the most popular songs was,
“Without Communism there Will Be No New China.” (45 £ & X %%

AT B
i. What is this “New China”? — under Mao and Deng,

c. The latger message hete is that Communism has ushered in a “New China.”
—

11[SLIDE = DISPLAY: revolutionaty postet of agricultural utopia]

i. The “New China” of the Maoist era was seen as an era of agricultural
and economic utopia.




1. Communism was expected to usher in an agrarian success, in
whidiréveryone would have mote than he/she could eat.

2. 'This was an ideological victory of the “new” Communist
China ovet the 6Id éé%eudal” past.

12 [SLIDE - DISPLAY: revolitionaty postet of Red Guard desteoying the past]

d. Maoist era propaganda posters depicted Red Guards ushering in the “New
China” by hammering objects equated with the “old,” “feudal” world:

i. Buddha.
ii. Crucifix,
iit. Record.

iv. Dice.
v. Confucian classic with the word “virtue” 1&.
13 [SLIDE OF COMMIDIFIED MAG: Deng’s “New China” {(anti-revolutionaty at)]

IV.  After Deng, the “New China” of the Maoist era changed ~ from a vision of an
ideological utopia to a largely matetialist utopia. | - plopta o t commodi & rbom
a. EHven the “revolutionary art” B4 2R of the Maoist era itself became a
commodity to be sold.

gl

i. Today, Beijing’s new “798 Art District” boasts a thriving att-selling
culture, which detives its profits from the commodification of old
images of the “New China.”

1. It's now okay to poke fun at the revolutionary images of the
Maoist era.

b. So, how did we get from the “New China” of the Cultural Revolution to
Deng Xiaoping’s “New China” of making money?

i. Today’s China, after Deng, seems Western to Westernets.
1. Is China today reaily “Western”? And thus, is it now just a

matter of “Westerners” dealing with “Westerners” in U.S,
negotiations with China?



V. Deng Xiaoping’s “New China” must be understood as a platform for U.S, ~
China relations because “Westernized” China is perhaps not as Western as it

appeats. -
N e s

14 [SLIDE - Deng Vs, Mao]
a. We need to ask: Is Communism necessary for Deng’s “New China”?

i. Let me statt with two Deng quotes to keep in mind as I outline the alg
e

1980s reforms, Mish+ Gon hvang o o Lhe
- ‘buo& \{njt Who “:ﬁij"“) Whavyzuwa .

1. (Poverty is not socialism. ‘T'o be rich is gloriou
. Gihote
2, @{e orm is China’s second revolution*?

a, Can you imagine Mao ever saying such a thing?!

VI.  Deng Xiaoping 88/ (1904-1997) became China’s tuler in the wake of several
traumatic historical events.

mags 1 U'Q’
a. He witnessed China in/\transition:

i. 'The May Fourth Movement 7938} (May 4, 1919).
ii. ‘The “100 Flowets Movement” & 163 $) (1956-1957).
ii. ‘The Great Leap Forward A ¥ it (1958-1960).
1. “Great Spatrow Campaign” 7 #i% ¥ ),
iv. Cultural Great Revolution X4t X #E 4 (1966-1976).

b. Deng was a pragmatist more than an ideologue.

e —
PRSI

i Deng went to France when he was 15, and studied Marxism there
under the influence of several other Chinese, including Zhou Enlai.

ii. Deng was a suppottet of Mao, and after the founding of the PRC in
1949, Mao appointed him to Secretary General of the Communist
Party. o

iit. Deng was purged several times by Mao, but re-emerged in 1978 after
Mao’s death, and in 1981 when he became the Party Chief.

S e —




c. Deng remained China’s most powerful leader until his death in 1997.

i. One of the larger issues that occupied Deng and the Party was to
create an official interpretation of Mao and the PRC from 1949 until
1976.

a—

1. In 1982 the Central Comimittee of the Communist Pasty
released a do cument%titled Ou the 1V arions Historical Lssnes
since the Fonnding of the People's Republic of Cbir:q)

we
a. In this work Mao was called acigteat Marxist,
proletatiag revolutionaty, militarist, and a great

. 1))
genera %uﬁ te.

b. Deng Xiaoping stated that Mao \vas@even patts
good and three patts badf) ¢ fud whit pavls v
(.@H‘ lx’ﬂﬁu{— R
VII.  Once Mao was gone, Deng Xiaoping was determined to open up China to the
wotld and develop its economy through a Chinese version of Capitalisin —

“Economic Reform® B3 MK (gaige kaifang).

[SI Deng’s Fconotnic Reforms] %MLQ‘
i. 'This is what Deng caliec@ociaﬁsm with Chinese characteristi@ A
Hb RS EHAE ER (hyOn ZhOngens tésé de shihmizhilyl.

1. This has been called “Capitalism in disguise,” or “Chinese
L) L) - v v S——
matetialism in a Socialist costume.” —

— e ——t.

2. The idea is that the State shares ownership with private
entities. - -

ii. Deng’s reforms claimed to be Marxist, but on Chinese terms — it was
transformed into “Chinese” Matxism.

X
1. Chinese Socialist Capitalism was according to Deng a Chinese ,-d"‘b
stage toward an industrialized economy. \(J ry )(w}‘ S
a. This has puzzled Western theorists who have SM \}J-W
struggled to define what China’s political system is — » \VJW
it is, accotding to China, simply “Chinese,”’ ,
5 I e
b. Deng’s economic reforms are often summed up in what he called thd “Four  4J w N
Modemization@ﬁg AMHARAL (these were actually first formulated by Zhou U‘;\ \("&/ R
Enlai). :

17 [SLIDE - Four Modernizations]




1. Agriculture.

2. Industry.

3. Science and Technology.
4. Military.

. His goal was to build a modern, industrial economy through a
Chinese “socialist market economy” — China was to become an

1. Hete we ate in the 21* centuty — and economists now admitA
A@ E that Deng’s policies have succeeded. ]
¢. He also worked to improve China’s relationships with Western countties.
18 {SLIDE - Deng and Carter, .. ]

i. He traveled abroad — and was the first Chinese ieader to visit the U.S,
in 1979,

1. Deng visited President Catter shortly after the U.S. broke
diplomatic relations with the ROC government in Taiwan,
establishing official ties to the PRC.

d. So, China’s relationship with the U.S, began in earnest with Deng Xiaoping,
and Deng’s policies matk the real beginning of China’s economic and cultural

lobal risg” ~ v N
BN s Go B To e ot CATuey) W

(SN
VIII. One of the terms often conjured in China’s political discourse derives from the r\\#’{\u )ﬂﬂ\s
thetoric of the late nincteenth-centuty reformers — it is datong, A1) or “Great 0}*"‘ M‘Q

Unity.”
19 [SLIDE Z Kot Youwei]

a. “Great Unity” is a olitical philosophy formulated by the late Qing (\-G')
dynasty reformdt, Kang Youwei Bt # % (1858-1927).

i. China’s political jargon 1s riddled with this term — and it is also used SJ}'QI
as the name of Chinese travel agencies, industtial companies, and e
internet news sites. UJ"

—_— Ly 8
b. Like the Cultural Revolution’s conmnection to traditional opera, which was in \fu& (}j’
turn connected to Ming dynasty imperial politics, China’s modern political (}‘Ny\
worldviews are largely enmeshed with the late Qing idea of “Great Unity.” 0% 27 N’N
— 4o 7




¢, Let me outline Kang Youwei’s ideas, and pethaps illustrate how they remain
influential in contemporary China’s political engine.
: hw _.:_d;f,m WVS

i. Bear in mind that unlike the U.S., which is just over two centases old;
China imagines itself within a histosical continuum of more the five

millesnia, Elriotasengd g-&avs .

————

1. Kang’s political reforms viewed China as an ancient
civilization vis-a-vis a world of relatively new ones.
WWW—MW‘

d. And, one of the ptincipal elements of Kang Youwei’s “Great Unity” theoty
reflects China’s cultural disdain for selfish intetests over public good.

Ly TS miart S8t G AN OLY imozew
“ToPAY — But Béke Witk WE

1. The Chinese language traditionally has no equivalent word for
the English word “ptivate.”

i Let me explain:

20 [SLIDE OF Sy (sclfish)]

a. 'The closest Chinese word is s/, # which is
pejoratively understood as “selfish.”

[ratrT—
—_— I

b. Thus, the Western idea of “private enterprise,” which
is translated as siren giye, ¥4 A ¥ would traditionally
mean something like “selfish business enterprise.”

i. Though, the character & is less pejorative
today than it once was in China.

il. Kang wrote that one of the principle causes of wotld conflict is the
existence of national boundaties and pattiotism — of elevating private

interests,
AAAA—

1. This idea was rooted in Kang’s interpretation of
Confucianism, which has through all of China’s history
villainized the very concept of personal “profit”, 4 #1, as

ili. He wrote;

21 {SLIDE OF TWO KANG YOUWEI QUOTES]

= Ruokt

“Those who advocate the theoty of competition undetstand natute but do not understand
man. Thete is no way to cortect them, their stupidity is enormous, . . . If we do not free the
way of man from the selfishness of having the family and private entetptise, and yet we
desire to do away with competition, how can it be donefﬁDamﬂ;g shu, Thompson, 51)




v %s’r’ aq&l
claine s i
1. And to the pleasure of latst political leaders, Kang Youwei’s
“Great Unity” turned to Communism:
(‘?f'"or enabling the farmers to obtain equality of subsistence, we may pethaps advocate the
methods of Communism2ADareng shu, Thompson, 51)

2. Despite this, he did not advocate Marxism holistically.

e. Kang Youwei’s “Great Unity” theory argued that along with the problems

caused by private enterprise, national boundaties were equally cotrupting.
e e e §
o,

. In the second part of his book, he writes:

22.[SLIDE OF TWO KANG YOUWEI QUOTES]

o Qub

(“Prom individual people were formed family clans; accumulating family clans coalesced to
form tribes; accumulating tribes coalesced to form nations; accumulating nations coalesced
to form large states. Always this coalescing to become larger was accomplished by
numberless wars, and attained by unlimited gtinding down of the peopIe(P\”)Dafarg sha,

Thompson, 79) . \p;)
N
~

it. As Kang sees it, the formation of nation states results in the L)\J o

. emergence of pattiotism: \
Gkt ® g NN
Cﬁtates having been established, pattiotisms ate botn. Everyone looks to the advantage of his IRV
own state, and aggresses against other states”/(Datong shn, Thompson, 80) Q\_1‘ (SP(\,\

- (uste A
iii. He suggests that patriotism@gsons the human racéi’_}Dafaf{g shi, X o/
h
\

Thompson, 80)
pvv . @

£ So, the answer, according to Kang Youwei, is to cteate a new wtepia without Q \@‘
borders — 2 “Great Unity.” K @ a8 S @
Q2

i Now, Pm not suggesting that China cutrently subscribes completely
to Kang Youwei’s philosophy — several patts of his book are very

eccenttic. Put muda ok Heo balks rcdeg o .
2 ovogens g, wwld Culbue (g quwis icladlosies!
it. In fact, anyone who knows China’s present climate cannot help but covendy
see irony in China’s use of Kang Youwei’s term, “Great Unity” —but & “{:‘V’ o
Kang’s ideas can still be seen in modern China. o (ne
thLft

1. For example, Kang argues for the creation of a single
“Universal Parliament” to oversee the wotld of his “Great
Unity.”

a. 'To make this patliament function smoothly all people
should speak only one Ianguage.

b THE Bose tavuunue

%q“wn_.




23 [SLIDE OF KANG YOUWEI Shufa]

b. And according to his logic the oldest and most
sensible language that all people should speak is ( Can 0’ bu
Chinese. (Cf. Datong shr, Thompson, 101-102) g ness? )

iy

i, Kang’s entire book heralds a wotld utopia that looks susgiciously
Chinese -- but Kang Youwei was Chinese, and so ate the Chinese
A
today Chinese.

g. While Kang’s “Great Unity” is not entirely accepted in modern China, the
notion of a more unified world, latgely based on Confucianized Marxism,
remains part of political discourse today.

h. To connect Kang’s ideas with modern China, one must only look to the
recent Olympics:

24 [SLIDE OD BEIJING OLYMPIC MOTTO]

i. The motto was: fong yige shijie — fong yige mengxiang ¥a) — 18 5% ] — 18
¥ 48 (A unified world — A unified dream),

IX,  Idlike to end with a few more points about present China to tie all of this
together.

a. My larger suggestion has been that China’s relationship with the U.S, cannot
hope to be smooth until America makes an attempt to understand China
from China’s point of view. § 7 have beew fuy l‘\m’? wudevstevel e

% m Stuce [V
i. This includes firstly, making the Chinese language a priority in our
educational system, SR Sevird. ConvTy B4 HRVE
M- EATRETIVED WBEAVL X -
ii. Secondly, we need to apprehend that China does not view its present AT
state as disconnected from its entire historical past. W

ifl. Chairman Mao and Deng Xiaoping cannot be sepatated from Kang S
Youwei, and even more profoundly, from Confucius, Wiheta vives Yenss ;
Comdh Tl T sy (uons; peaod o
1, Incidentally, Confucius is making a massive populat !
teappearance in Chinese culture.

i\ {
2, ’Itflao’s Marxism was influenced by the first emperor of Chinat M Lﬁ -/W/L'QJ",

3. Deng’s economic policies wete influenced by Confucius and
Kang Youwei — “Socialism with Chinese Chatactetistics.”

10




25 [SLIDE OF U.S.-=CHINA CURRENCY]|

X. Let me close with some final data taken from Professor Lionel Jensen’s recent
essay on U.S.-China relations on the new global horizon.

et

a. . In a joint communiqué of the U.S, and China in 1972, America stated that,
m&l‘) @Zhina will never be 2 sup erpmve@(] enset, China's Transformations, 304),

i The U.S. government was wrong,

f
il. China’s putchasing powet is now second in the world — after the 1).S.
g

X \k adually, out- Consumes e (5. Pesontly

iii. Since 2002, the U.S. National Securify Strategy has become
increasingly vocal in its fear that the'ise of China®can only mean
security difficulties for Ametica. (Jensen, 304) &}5\»

1. Anerica now fears China’s military to an extent that it is
underwriting the production of long-range strike capabilities
directed toward China. \ (,e!{-rmcl wiilltens of- U, Dol ks

a. This is a sadly aggressive stance to take — especially
since China spends little compared to the U.S. military
budget (which exceeds all of the G-8 powers

combined). /%WL. BB ¢ vecunt weble

hik 4 feadure an how OHer
Com M’vuf Uvt. Vg (om, a*ml ‘1‘\‘71‘“5’*‘"
b. Feeding China’s massive energy consumption to propel its economy is yefy o d’mﬁ’(

26 [SLIDE OF SHENZHEN, CHINA = Expotts]

pethaps more pressing than its military strength. et Alacq are
I . Helv i<
c. Most of China’s population is still very poor -- but its ughan centets arc addveinced
alth lopolises.
wealthy megalopolises TS

i. A multitude of books are now being published discussing how China
is presently spending billions to sustain America’s deeply indebted
economy.

@}2—/ d. As Lionel Jensen has recently written:

@:hina is a nation of contradictions every bit as confounding as those of the United States,
but it is cleatly on an lq%a}:d global political trajectory, while the United States, still
protminent, is in declinel’ (Jensen, 304-3-5)

27-[SLIDE OF CHINESE STARBUCKS]

e. One wonders if the future of 1.S.-China relations is one of conflict or

———— T T _
conlace At ore blo -
1




1. 1 suggest that the beginning of U.S.-China relations needs to be an
American recognition that improved relations can only be achieved
by a better U.S. understanding of China — that is, the China of
Confucius, the China of the Ming dynasty, the China of Kang
Youwei, in short, the China of five thousand years Ef_l_l_iitmy.

it China is not just a business oppottunity, and it is not a world threat.
=

—— ———
S

—TT —_—
1. Ttis a very old civilization that is best undetstood in its own
language.

I hope that Whitworth’s Chinese language classes ate full next fall - this
would be a good start, a e

In around 1885, Kang Youwei wrote that, @n the one world fof Great Unity],
transpottation, ﬁgmmumcatton and settlement of population will open up
the whole earthy” (Datong shu, Thompson, 231)

i. Now, in 2010, this is a reality.

The U.S. needsymore peopie to study China — as Lionel jensen ends-hi
) p y - L) " " )
A u o~ recent essay,(“' here is much to be done, and frighteningly little time.>

X L N V‘Uk (Jensen, 317)‘\

W ./\)J N\rv\ww @M "

r*‘”\ X
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